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A way must be found
for learners from
poorer areas to attend
well-resourced schools

COMMENT
Whitney Cele

t is not unusual for parents to lie
about their place of residence
to secure a better educational
future for their children. The
relationship between
and racialised privilege endures,
and this reality is starkly experi-
enced every day in schools. I owe
my education to the efforts of my
mother, who went beyond filling out
an application form to make sure 1
could go to one of the best schools
in Durban.

This is why Equal Education
was at the Constitutional Court
on Thursday, May 5. We argued
that school feeder zones based
exclusively on proximity entrench
apartheid geography and racial

The case was sparked by a Gauteng
law countering discrimination in

school admissions. The law would
stop schools from using information
about weak academic performance
or family financial difficulties, as two
examples, to deny children admis-
sion. And it would enable the depart-
ment to ensure a more even spread of
learners by preventing schools with
small class sizes or empty classrooms
from declaring themselves full.

The Federation of Governing
Bodies of South African Schools
(Fedsas), which usually speaks for
middle-class public schools, is unim-
pressed. It has fought the law all
the way to the Constitutional Court,
which was due to hand down judg-
ment in the case today.

Equal Education, a social move-
ment of high school learners and
parents mainly from working-class
black areas, joined the case as a
friend of the court. The organisation
lent support to the government’s
case, seeing it as necessary to pre-
vent the abuse of public resources,
because public schools are :
assets and should not be
narrow interests.

But we also wanted to push
Gauteng government further,
convince it and the court that cu
inequitable access to good
which the government s:
new law was designed to
required changing the wa;
feeder zones work. The ney

where they live.

Equal Education’s sul
refocused the debate, s
day’s arguments from te
points to the substantive
of enduring unequal dis
resources in the public

system.
Where people live is
racial segregation and
extreme inequality. To
dren to schools close to
give the Group Areas Act
ening in a democratic state,
deny the possibility that ou
schools become places for nati
building and social cohesion.
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