
know 
your 

rights

Undocumented  
matric learners  
Undocumented learners face many 
struggles in respect of their education, 
including registering to write matric 
examinations and getting their matric 
certificates.

A judgment in the  

Makhanda High Court 

(Centre for Child Law & 

Others v Minister of Basic 

Education [2020] 1 All 

SA 711 (ECG)) said that 

undocumented learners 

also have the right to a 

basic education and  

cannot be turned away 

from school.

What has the Department of Education 
and Umalusi said about undocumented 
learners and matric examinations?

•	 All undocumented learners must be 
allowed to register for their matric 
examinations

•	 Identity numbers are not compulsory 
for the issuing of matric certificates

If you are having difficulty registering for matric examinations or obtaining 
your matric certificate contact Equal Education Law Centre.

For more information, visit  www.eelawcentre.org.za

        Email: info@eelawcentre.org.za
        @EElawcentre
        facebook.com/EqualEducationLawCentre

3rd Floor, Isivivana Centre, 8 Mzala Street, Khayelitsha, Western Cape
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Umalusi said  
“whether documented or not, all registered  

candidates will be certified if they fulfil the qualification 
requirements. In short, the ID number is not a 

requirement for issuing a certificate”.


