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Movement	lawyering	II	Community	lawyering	II	Research	and	Advocacy
	
The	Equal	Education	Law	Centre	(EELC)	uses	legal	advocacy,	research,	and	litigation
to	advance	the	struggle	for	equal	and	quality	education	in	South	Africa.	

MOVEMENT	LAWYERING	

EELC	supports	#UniteBehind's	campaign	to	#FixOurTrains

#UniteBehind,	 a	 civil	 society	 coalition	 of	 over	 20	 organisations,	 has	 launched	 the
#FixOurTrains	 campaign	 to	 secure	 a	 safe	 and	 reliable	 public	 transport	 system.	 The
campaign	 is	 in	 response	 to	 the	 crisis	 at	 the	 Passenger	 Rail	 Agency	 of	 South	 Africa
(PRASA)	 and	 the	 Metrorail	 train	 system.	While	 the	 roots	 of	 the	 crisis	 include	 aging
infrastructure,	 lack	 of	 investment,	 theft	 and	 vandalism,	 the	 cancer	 of	 corruption	 and
state	 capture	 has	 made	 these	 problems	 worse.	 Cape	 Town's	 Central	 Line	 through
Khayelitsha,	 Mitchell's	 Plain,	 Langa,	 Philippi	 and	 other	 poor	 communities	 has	 been
shut	down	for	eight	weeks;	leaving	commuters	stranded,	unable	to	get	to	school,	work
or	home.	

Delays	 and	 cancellations	 in	 train	 services,	 and	 a	 breakdown	 in	 security	 services	 for
train	 users,	 impacts	 the	 safety	 of	 children	 and	 access	 to	 education.	 The	 EELC
provides	 legal	 support	 to	 #UniteBehind	 and	 the	 #FixOurTrains	 campaign,	 and	 has
joined	other	public	interest	law	centres,	such	as	the	Women's	Legal	Centre,	who	have
taken	up	the	legal	fight	to	guarantee	the	safety	of	learner	and	women	commuters	and
to	stamp	out	corruption	and	state	capture	at	this	important	utility.

RESEARCH	AND	ADVOCACY	

Education	law	reform	-	The	EELC	hosts	roundtable	discussions	on	the	Basic
Education	Laws	Amendment	Bill

Above:	EELC	lawyers	facilitating	the	BELA	roundtable	discussion	held	at	Isivivana,	Khayelitsha.

On	Friday	9	February	and	Monday	12	February	2018,	 the	EELC	hosted	discussions
with	stakeholders	on	 the	Basic	Education	Laws	Amendment	Bill	 (the	BELA	Bill).	This
Bill	makes	wide-ranging	proposals	on	education	law	reform	and	will	have	a	significant
impact	 on	 basic	 education	 in	 South	 Africa.	 The	 recent	 roundtable	 discussions	 were
aimed	at	engaging	with	different	roleplayers	on	their	 responses	to	 the	BELA	Bill,	and
understanding	 the	 points	 of	 consensus	 and	 disagreement	 between	 organisations
which	have	engaged	on	the	Bill.

Friday’s	 discussion	 involved	 representatives	 from	 public	 interest	 law	 organisations
which	have	made	submissions	on	the	BELA	Bill.	The	meeting	which	followed	brought
engagements	 to	 a	 wider	 group,	 including	 teacher	 unions,	 school	 governing	 body
federations,	academics,	activists	and	lawyers.

The	BELA	Bill	 has	 important	 implications	 for	education	 in	South	Africa	and	proposes
changes	that	may	have	significant	impacts	on	school	governance	and	the	experience
of	parents	and	 learners.	These	discussions	were	 therefore	vital	 in	understanding	 the
different	viewpoints	of	organisations	and	actors,	and	the	EELC	greatly	appreciates	all
attendees’	contributions.

To	view	the	EELC's	submissions	on	the	BELA	Bill,	made	jointly	with	our	partner	Equal
Education,	please	click	HERE.

CONFERENCES	AND	WORKSHOPS

Above:	EELC's	Executive	Director,	Nurina	Ally Above:	EELC	legal	advisor	Mbekezeli	Benjamin

EELC	 at	 Oxford	 University	 -Strategic
Litigation	in	Practice

On	 	 7	 February	 2018,	 the	 EELC
participated	 in	 a	 conference	 at	 Oxford
University	 on	 Strategic	 Litigation	 in
Practice.	 The	 conference	 was	 organised
by	Oxfam	 together	with	 the	University	 of
Oxford	 Bonavero	 Institute	 of	 Human
Rights	 and	 the	 Oxford	 Human	 Rights
Hub.	

Academics,	 legal	 practitioners,	 NGOs,
and	 community	 activists	 were	 brought
together	 to	 discuss	 practical	 concerns,
opportunities	 and	 challenges	 around
using	 strategic	 litigation	 as	 a	 tool	 to
achieve	change.	
The	 EELC's	 Executive	 Director,	 Nurina
Ally,	 together	 with	 Equal	 Education's
Tshepo	 Motsepe,	 presented	 on
movement	 lawyering	 and	 strategic
litigation.

"Unionists	are	parents	too"	-	COSATU
workshop	

In	 preparation	 for	 the	 upcoming	 School
Governing	 Body	 (SGB)	 elections	 to	 be
held	 in	 March	 2018,	 the	 Tshisimani
Centre	 for	 Activist	 Education	 hosted	 an
SGB	 workshop	 for	 shopstewards	 from
COSATU-affiliated	 unions	 working	 in
different	 industries	 across	 the	 Cape.
EELC	was	invited	to	present	a	session	on
the	 legislative	 changes	 proposed	 in	 the
Basic	 Education	 Laws	 Amendment	 Bill
(BELA).

The	 workshop	 was	 organised	 under	 the
theme	'Unionists	are	parents	too:	the	role
of	 school	 governing	 bodies'.	 EELC's
Demichelle	 Petherbridge	 and	 Mbekezeli
Benjamin	 focused	 on	 proposed
amendments	 in	 BELA	 that	 would	 affect
SGBs	and	school	communities.
	

Advocating	for	access	to	education	for	migrant	and	undocumented	children

Above:	Representatives	from	various	organizations.

On	 15	 February	 2018,	 the	 EELC's	 Deputy	 Director,	 Daniel	 Linde,	 and	 Candidate
Attorney,	Ziphokazi	Sisilana,	attended	a	workshop	in	Pretoria	hosted	by	the	Centre	for
Child	Law.	Several	organisations	were	 in	attendance,	 including	Section27,	Scalabrini
Centre,	Legal	Resources	Centre	(Grahamstown),	Lawyers	for	Human	Rights,	and	the
South	African	Human	Rights	Commission.

Recognising	 ongoing	 xenophobia	 and	 various	 ways	 in	 which	 foreign	 and
undocumented	 learners	 are	 discriminated	 against,	 the	 workshop	 engaged	 with	 the
manner	 in	 which	 the	 attending	 organisations	 are	 assisting	 a	 range	 of	 clients	 facing
these	challenges.	The	meeting	was	a	follow	up	to	a	similar	one	held	in	2017,	at	which
the	attending	groups	began	 to	build	a	coalition	 to	engage	with	state	stakeholders	on
the	plight	of	thousands	of	undocumented	learners	across	South	Africa.	

Reflecting	 on	 the	Constitutional	 and	 legislative	 framework	 relating	 to	 the	 rights	 of	 all
children,	and	the	right	to	education	for	everyone	in	South	Africa,	the	workshop	sought
to	 brainstorm	new	and	 continued	ways	 in	which	 the	 different	 organsations	 can	work
together	to	ensure	that	migrant	and	undocumented	learners	are	not	denied	their	right
to	education.

THE	EELC	TEAM

The	EELC	welcomes	Rubeena	Parker

The	 EELC	 is	 pleased	 to	 announce	 the
appointment	 of	 Rubeena	 Parker	 as	 the
organisation's	Senior	Researcher.

Rubeena	 holds	 Bachelor	 of	 Business
Science	 and	 LLB	 degrees	 from	 the
University	 of	Cape	Town.	She	 completed
her	 articles	 and	 practised	 as	 an	 attorney
at	 Webber	 Wentzel	 Attorneys.	 She	 has
also	worked	 at	 the	 international	 law	 firm,
Linklaters,	in	London.

The	 EELC	 welcomes	 Rubeena	 and	 we
look	 forward	 to	 her	 contributions	 in	 the
struggle	 for	 equal	 and	 quality	 education
for	all.
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