To:

Ms Angie Motshekga
Minister of Basic Education
National Department of Basic Education
By email: Mabua.S@dbe.gov.za

And:

Ms Reginah Mhaule
Deputy Minister of Basic Education
National Department of Basic Education
By email: Sattar.Z@dbe.gov.za

And:

Mr Mathanzima Mweli
Director General
National Department of Basic Education
By email: Mweli.M@dbe.gov.za; Tom.N@dbe.gov.za

RE: MAKING ALL COVID-19 EDUCATION PLANS PUBLICLY AVAILABLE
22 May 2020

Dear Minister Motshekga

1.

We refer to our correspondence dated 12 May 2020 and your response thereto dated 15
May 2020.

2.

We welcome your stated commitment to transparency and to making all relevant
documents and plans publicly available ahead of the planned re-opening of schools
starting 1 June 2020.

3.

Having regard to this commitment, we have been monitoring the DBE’s website and have
noted that, to date, the following documents pertaining to the phased reopening of
schools have been made available:

4.

3.1.

Coronavirus orientation guidelines for schools

3.2.

Guidelines for the development of school timetables

3.3.

Guidelines for schools on maintaining hygiene

3.4.

Standard Operating Procedures on Covid-19

We note that there are also some resources and guides which have been made available
to parents.

5.

We appreciate that some information has been made available thus far, which provides
insight into certain aspects of the planned re-opening of schools. To the best of our
knowledge, however, these documents do not provide plans or detailed information in
relation to certain crucial issues, including the following:
5.1.

Curriculum recovery plans for all grades, including plans to ensure that children
who have to remain at home as a result of underlying conditions or being ill will
be provided curriculum support and will not be prejudiced.

5.2.

Plans detailing the measures and support that will be put in place for grades that
are not yet phased back to school, or in circumstances where school re-opening is
not possible, or where schools are otherwise required to close. We note in this
regard that the Standard Operating Procedures make reference to the need for
remote / e-learning options to be available, but no further detail is provided on
how this will be coordinated, resourced and supported.
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5.3.

Information regarding budget allocations to support provision of Covid-19 related
expenditure.
5.3.1.

This includes information regarding funding and budgeting for protective
personal equipment; adequate water and sanitation facilities at schools;
scholar transport; additional classroom space and teachers; and psychosocial support.

5.3.2.

We note with concern that schools in Limpopo have been instructed by the
provincial education department to re-allocate funds from their current
budgets to meet these requirements. This has a severe impact on the
ability of schools to support other basic requirements necessary for school
functioning, prejudicing learners and educators.

5.4.

The list of schools that have been identified as requiring emergency water,
sanitation or additional classroom provisioning.
5.4.1.

We have taken note of the surveys conducted by school unions which
suggests that a large number of schools have not yet received basic
sanitation provisioning.

5.4.2.

In order to generate public confidence in the DBE’s and provincial
education department processes we urge the DBE to consider an online
database which is updated regularly so that the public can track whether
and to what extent progress is being made in respect of school readiness.

5.5.

Details pertaining to additional educator support and capacity, particularly having
regard to the personnel resourcing required to implement the DBE’s proposed
timetabling guidelines.

5.6.

Details of the impact of the phased reopening of schools on the National School
Nutrition Programme (NSNP) for learners who have not yet phased back to school.
In this regard, we note the encouraging statements from MECs in Gauteng and
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Eastern Cape that meals or food parcels through the NSNP will be made available
to all children even if they are in grades that have not yet returned to school.
However, there is no information pertaining to this roll-out (which is welcomed)
in the DBE’s plans and in relation to all provinces.
5.7.

Specifically adapted plans and protocols pertaining to the re-opening of special
schools and the procurement and provision of suitable PPE for teachers,
therapists, learners and other support staff.

5.8.

Plans to support learners with disabilities at home where schools, hostels and
special care centres may not be able to open.

5.9.

Plans for monitoring and evaluating the phased re-opening of schools so as to
inform best practices as further grades are phased back to schools.

5.10.

The terms of reference and details pertaining to the mandate of the consortium
of independent monitors that the Minister has appointed to support the DBE’s
monitoring processes.

6.

In addition to the above, we note that there has been contradictory information regarding
the impact of confirmed Covid-19 cases in schools. The DBE’s Standard Operating
Procedures indicate that schools will not necessarily be closed if there is a confirmed
Covid-19 case in a school. However, reported statements by the Minister and the Gauteng
MEC have indicated otherwise. Clarity in this regard is necessary as it impacts significantly
on parent, learner and community expectations regarding the implementation of the
Standard Operating Procedures.

7.

As noted in our previous correspondence, there is understandable anxiety amongst
parents, educators, learners and school stakeholders at this juncture. The provision of
comprehensive plans and information is crucial to building public confidence in the
anticipated re-opening of schools.
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8.

Moreover, we believe that a core aspect of the DBE’s constitutional obligations is to
ensure that clear and comprehensive plans impacting on the rights of children are made
available for public engagement and scrutiny in a timely manner.

9.

We trust that the DBE will fulfil its own commitments and constitutional obligations by
ensuring that comprehensive information is made publicly available. Given the
circumstances, we urge that the DBE do so by at least close of business on Monday, 25
May 2020.

Yours sincerely,

Noncedo Madubedube

Nurina Ally

Equal Education

Equal Education Law Centre

noncedo@equaleducation.org.za

nurina@eelawcentre.org.za

Faranaaz Veriava
SECTION27
veriava@section27.org.za
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