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IMPACT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS ON EARLY 
CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 

Local government elections will take place on 1 November 2021. Political 
parties are out in force, canvassing for votes. This presents an opportunity 
to put ECD on the local government agenda.  

Schedule 4, Part B of the Constitution gives local authorities powers in 
respect of childcare facilities. The National Integrated ECD Policy states 
further that local authorities are granted legislative competence in 
respect of child care facilities, and that municipal planning, including the 
regulation of land use for child care facilities, is designated as a function 
and competency of local governments. The upcoming local government 
elections therefore have a direct impact on the functioning of the ECD 
sector. 

Professor Eric Atmore, Director of the Centre for Early Childhood 
Development wrote an op-ed noting that the silence around ECD as a local 
government issue will be “deafening” during these elections. The absence 
of ECD issues and goals in the manifestos of various political parties, he 
writes, is yet another sign of how the ECD sector is being neglected and 
forgotten. The op-ed offers guidance to politicians wanting to build “child-
friendly” municipalities, including that each municipality must establish an 
ECD unit that “promotes and defends the rights of children”. Read the 
op-ed here. 
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In this issue of the EELC Education Monitoring Brief, we provide 
updates on the latest developments in the education and early 
childhood development (ECD) sectors and from Parliament and 
our courts.  

The Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) uses legal advocacy, research, and litigation to advance the struggle for equal 
and quality education in South Africa. The EELC Education Monitoring Brief is a digital newsletter highlighting key legal 
and policy developments in education. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 
AND THE FORGOTTEN SECTOR

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2021-10-05-its-election-time-and-politicians-will-be-kissing-babies-yet-their-silence-on-early-childhood-development-is-deafening/
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OTHER UPDATES IN THE ECD SECTOR

WESTERN CAPE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT HOSTS ECD FORUM 

On 4 and 5 October 2021, the Premier of the Western Cape, Alan Winde, hosted an ECD Forum. The focus of 
this workshop was the transfer of responsibilities for ECD from the Provincial Department of Social Development 
to the Provincial Department of Education. The Premier noted that ECD programmes are not only critical for the 
development of children, and for their success in life, but they also provide women with greater access to economic 
opportunities. Access the update here. 

STILL NO COVID-19 RELIEF FOR THOUSANDS OF ECD PRACTITIONERS - UPDATE ON ECD 
EMPLOYMENT STIMULUS RELIEF

A recent GroundUp article reported that thousands of ECD centres that applied to access the relief fund are still 
waiting for payment or simply a verification of their application. As a consequence of this delay in processing the ECD 
Stimulus Relief Fund, some ECD centres are reported to have closed down, leaving ECD practitioners unemployed. 
Yusrah Ehrenreich of the Centre for Early Childhood Development, said that, “the National Department of Social 
Development’s Early Childhood Development Stimulus Relief Fund is a case study of how not to implement and roll 
out an emergency relief fund.”  Access the GroundUp article here.

EDUCATION UPDATES 

REAL REFORM FOR ECD’S LOCAL GOVERNMENT TOOLKIT 

The Real Reform for ECD Campaign created a toolkit for engaging local governments on ECD-related issues in 
the run-up to the local government elections on 1 November 2021. Real Reform for ECD is calling for the building 
and upgrading of ECD programmes; eliminating obstacles for the registration of ECD programmes; and the 
establishment of ECD as a funding priority. Additionally, this toolkit offers insight into how local governments 
operate and delves deeper into the duties of ward councillors. ECD sector stakeholders are encouraged to utilise 
this toolkit in preparation for the upcoming local elections. The toolkit can be accessed here. 

#MakeECDanElectionIssue

NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION READINESS 
                                                                                                                                                                            

On 8 October, Minister of Basic Education Angie Motshekga provided an update on the readiness for the 2021 National 
Senior Certificate examinations. The matric examination is scheduled to commence on 27 October 2021. The Minister 
noted that last year’s Grade 11s who did not complete their 2020 curriculum due to disruptions caused by Covid-19, 
would be writing this year. Despite this, the Minister gave assurance that the DBE’s catch-up programmes allowed 
the entire curriculum to be recovered and all provinces have confirmed their readiness for the examinations. Access 
the Minister’s address here. 

NATIONAL SCHOOLS HYGIENE PROGRAMME

On 15 October 2021, the DBE launched the National Schools Hygiene Programme at Zimasa Primary School in Cape 
Town on Global Handwashing Day. The programme involves a 21-day behaviour change intervention in class regarding 
the washing of hands with soap, the brushing of teeth with a toothbrush and toothpaste and ensuring cleanliness in 
school toilets. Access the media update here. 

https://www.gov.za/speeches/premier-alan-winde-hosts-ecd-forum-4-5-oct-3-oct-2021-0000
https://www.groundup.org.za/article/still-no-covid-relief-funds-thousands-early-childhood-development-centres/
https://www.ecdreform.org.za/downloads/2021-local-gov-toolkit.pdf
https://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-angie-motshekga-basic-education-developments-8-oct-2021-0000
https://www.education.gov.za/Portals/0/Media/Preess Releases/Media Advisory - DBE LAUNCHES THE NATIONAL SCHOOLS HYGIENE PROGRAMME AT ZIMASA PRIMARY SCHOOL IN CAPE TOWN ON GHD.pdf?ver=2021-10-14-143759-010
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DEPARTMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION’S AMENDED DIRECTIONS
 
While the country remains on Adjusted Alert Level 1, the Minister of Basic Education published amended directions 
relating to measures to address, prevent and combat the spread of COVID-19 in schools. The Amended Directions, 
among other things, provide for the holding of school events and sporting activities. Spectators at sporting events 
are now permitted, with a capacity of 750 for indoor facilities and 2000 for outdoor venues.

GAUTENG DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ADMISSION PROCESS
 
On 15 October 2021, the Gauteng Department of Education (GDE) officially commenced with the learner placement 
process, which will run until 30 November 2021. Offers for school placement must be accepted within 7 days to 
secure space at a public school. Access the GDE’s update here. The Equal Education Law Centre has since written to 
the GDE to ascertain whether the placement of learners between phase 1 and 2 will be done on equal footing or not. 
The EELC is yet to receive the GDE’s response (for more on this refer to our September Monitoring Brief).
The GDE has also provided a list of schools that are in high demand. These schools have received a significantly higher 
number of applications than the available spaces. The GDE noted that preference might be given to learners with 
special needs or learners who reside closer to the school. Access the list of Gauteng’s high demand schools here. 

CABINET FINALLY APPROVES THE NATIONAL 
LEARNER PREGNANCY POLICY

 
In April 2018, the EELC and SECTION27 made a joint submission to 
the DBE in respect of the draft National Policy on the Prevention and 
Management of Learner Pregnancy in Schools. Since then, we have 
been calling for the urgent publication of the revised policy. After 
almost three years, Cabinet has finally approved the policy.  The 
policy is aimed at providing for an enabling environment to support 
learners and prevent discrimination against pregnant learners. The 
EELC will be reviewing the approved policy to ensure that this 
purpose has been adequately met. Access a copy of the cabinet 
approved policy here.

NATIONAL STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK ON REASONABLE ACCOMODATION FOR PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES 
The Department of Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities has gazetted a national strategic framework on 
reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities. This framework aims, among other things, to combat unfair 
discrimination and secondary victimisation of persons with disabilities, as well as to enable access to and participation 
in quality education and work. Access the national strategic framework here.

THE SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL CHILD RIGHTS COALITION INAUGURAL NEWSLETTER 

The SANCRC launched its first newsletter, providing an overview of the journey of the SANCRC and its progress in 
advancing the rights of all children in South Africa. It includes an overview of the coalition’s substantive advocacy work 
around strengthening national child rights governance and the national childcare and protection system. Access the 
newsletter here. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL CHILD 
On 11 October 2021, the Deputy Minister of Basic Education, Reginah Mhaule, issued a message in commemoration of 
International Day of the Girl Child. The deputy minister stated that this day highlights the need to address the challenges 
that girls face, such as lack of access to the internet. She also addressed the importance of girl empowerment and the 
fulfilment of their rights, especially the right to education.  Access the Deputy Minister’s message here. 

https://www.lexisnexis.co.za/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/891372/COVID-19-GN-633-of-2021_Amendment-of-Directions-regarding-the-re-opening-of-schools-and-measures-to-address,-prevent-and-combat-the-spread-of-COVID-19.pdf?vgo_ee=0RZ606RTq87XadDQr5qBytNc3GySf9iOX0CYtQtnVYw%3D
https://www.gdeadmissions.gov.za/
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/monitor-brief-15v3.pdf
https://www.gdeadmissions.gov.za/high-pressure-schools/
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/dbe-cabinet-approved-lpp-policy.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202110/45328gen605.pdf
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/inaugural-sancrc-newsletter-september-2021.pdf
https://twitter.com/ReginahMhaule/status/1447546999859974147
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For regular live updates from committee meetings, follow the EELC on Twitter @EElawcentre.

FROM THE PARLIAMENTARY MONITORING DESK 

Parliament is currently in constituency period, however, Members of Parliament continued 
to submit written questions. 

On 27 September 2021, Honourable Chirwa, asked the Minister of Basic Education for the 
following information: 

The total number of districts (and the names of the schools in these districts) that do not 
have:

(i) Special needs schools; 

(ii) Schools for autistic children for early childhood development;

The Minister replied that there are four (4) districts that do not have special schools. Additionally, the Minister stated 
that ECD does not fall within the purview of the Department of Basic Education, a concerning reply given the fact 
that many special schools admit learners from as young as 3 years old to support early learning and intervention. It 
is also concerning given the imminent function shift of coordination of ECD to DBE. For more on the Minister’s reply 
read here.  

THE COMMISSION FOR GENDER EQUALITY (CGE)

The CGE invited state organs, the public and civil society organisations to submit inputs and comments on the areas 
of intervention to achieve LGBTI+ equality. The Commission seeks public inputs on the following human rights areas 
of concern: (i) Criminal justice; (ii) Right to education; (iii) Labour and employment; (iv) Access to healthcare for 
transgender, intersex, and gender non-conforming persons; and (v) Any other human rights issues deemed crucial 
for the achievement for LGBTI+ equality in South Africa. Comments are due on 10 December 2021. To fill in the 
questionnaire open here.

NON-PROFIT ORGANISATION (NPO) DRAFT AMENDMENT BILL

The Department of Social Development has published the Draft Non-Profit Organisation Amendment Bill 2021, and 
issued a call for public comments. This Bill is meant to create an enabling environment in which NPOs could be formed 
and function optimally. Access the Draft Amendment Bill here.

CALLS FOR COMMENTS 
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Third Floor Isivivana Centre, 8 Mzala Street, Khayelitsha, Cape Town

021 461 1421 / 0800 110 752

info@eelawcentre.org.za

The Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) uses legal advocacy, research, and  
litigation to advance the struggle for equal and quality education in South Africa. 

www.eelawcentre.org.za

https://pmg.org.za/committee-question/16975/
https://cge.org.za/
https://pmg.org.za/bill/1041/
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