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STATUS OF ECD MIGRATION: BRIEFING BY DBE AND THE 
DSD  

On 9 March 2022, the Department of Basic Education and the Department 
of Social Development briefed the Portfolio Committee on Basic Education 
on the updated status report relating to the migration of ECD to DBE. As 
from 1 April 2022, the Minister of Basic Education will be responsible for 
overseeing and coordinating ECD functions and all ECD related funding 
will be transferred to the DBE. Access a summary of the meeting here.
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The Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) uses legal advocacy, research, and litigation to advance the struggle for equal 
and quality education in South Africa. The EELC Education Monitoring Brief is a digital newsletter highlighting key legal 
and policy developments in education. 

ECD MIGRATION IN THE  
SPOTLIGHT 

Since the President announced the migration of the coordination 
function for ECD from the Department of Social Development (DSD) 
to the Department of Basic Education (DBE) in 2019, numerous 
preparations and consultations have taken place to not only allow for a 
smooth transition, but to keep the sector up to date with developments 
relating to the migration. On 1 April 2022, the date will finally have 
arrived for the DBE to assume responsibility for the leadership and 
coordination of the ECD sector in South Africa. However, there are 
lingering concerns about issues such as registration, infrastructure, 
subsidies, and the roll-out of the ECD stimulus relief fund. For now, 
the DBE is stating they will be maintaining the coordination status 
quo whilst undertaking further consultation that will allow them to 
implement longer term reforms. 

UNICEF

https://pmg.org.za/committee-meeting/34523/
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IN OTHER EDUCATION NEWS 

NON-PAYMENT OF THE ECD ECONOMIC STIMULUS RELIEF FUND TO ECD PRACTITIONERS 

The ECD Economic Stimulus Relief Fund was aimed at providing much needed income support to ECD practitioners 
who were severely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. To date, many ECD service providers have not received 
any relief fund payments, or received any communication relating to the status of their applications. Whether the 
function shift will cause further delays in the payment of the ECD relief funds, unfortunately remains unknown. Read 
more here.

ECD MIGRATION: DBE’S PLANS ON INCORPORATING ECD
 
On 28 March 2022, the DBE briefed stakeholders and the general public on its plans to incorporate the ECD sector 
into the Department of Basic Education. The DBE spoke on the importance of universal access and properly shaping 
what ECD infrastructure provisioning will look like going forward. The DBE further spoke on how it currently intends 
to incorporate ECD infrastructure into its existing infrastructure programs and policies, whilst acknowledging the 
additional work that still needs to be done in order to adequately regulate this area. The issue of school infrastructure 
continues to be one of the greatest challenges in realizing the right to a basic education. Concerns have been 
raised about how the DBE intends to ensure proper infrastructure provisioning in the ECD sector when it has missed 
deadlines to improve school infrastructure as per the minimum uniform norms and standards for school infrastructure. 
Access the DBE’s presentation here.

In a second presentation on 28 March 2022, the DBE spoke to the importance of proper collaboration and coordination 
with various stakeholders in the ECD sector which is essential in ensuring universal availability and equitable access 
to quality ECD services as per the National Integrated Early Childhood Development Policy. As of 1 April 2022, the 
DBE intends to develop a plan for reviving the leadership and coordination structures within the ECD sector, which 
will allow for the setting of proper goals and targets, and the formulation of coordinated action plans based on the 
National Integrated ECD Policy. Access the presentation here.

DBE TAKES ECD MIGRATION AND SECOND CHANCE ROADSHOW TO KIMBERLY AND KHAYELITSHA
 
On 15 and 17 March 2022, the Department of Basic Education took the ECD migration and second chance road 
show to Kimberley and Khayelitsha respectfully. The road show was aimed at informing the public of the imminent 
function shift of ECD to DBE. In addition, the Second Chance programme was also highlighted. The Second Chance 
programme provides support to learners who could not meet the pass requirements of the National Senior Certificate 
Examinations. It is a response to the National Development Plan’s (NDP) injunction that retention rates should be 
improved; and drop-out rates reduced. Read both media releases here.

IN OTHER EDUCATION RELATED NEWS

WESTERN CAPE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: 2023 ADMISSION APPLICATIONS OPEN
 
On 14 March 2022, the Western Cape Education Department officially opened its admissions for the 2023 school year. 
Admissions are expected to close on 15 April 2022 at midnight. The WCED has indicated that last year, it received 70 
000 late applications. See the link to the WCED’s announcement here. 

 

CONCERNS ABOUT NUMBER OF UNPLACED LEARNERS IN THE WESTERN CAPE

On 11 March 2022, the WCED responded to the EELC’s request for the number of unplaced learners in the Western 
Cape since the commencement of the 2022 academic year. According to the WCED’s response a total of 341 learners, 
57 of which are grade 1 learners and 284 grade 8 learners remained unplaced. According to the EELC, this number 
seems low, particularly when the high volume of unplaced learner queries received at the EELC’s law clinic since the 
beginning of the 2022 academic year is taken into account. At the end of the first term of school, the EELC continues 
to assist learners who remain unplaced in the Western Cape. 

https://www.dsd.gov.za/index.php/latest-news/21-latest-news/328-presidential-employment-stimulus-for-early-childhood-development-ecd-services
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/ecd-dialogue-presentation.pdf
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/coordination-and-collab.pdf
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/dbe-ecd-roadshow.pdf
https://www.wtheesterncape.gov.za/gc-news/371/57963
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT BEGINS ROUND-TABLE DISCUSSION ON LEARNER 
PREGNANCY
 
On 1 March 2022, the Department of Social Development began a round table discussion to strengthen the existing 
child protection system on the prevention of teenage pregnancy. The discussions are aimed at districts which 
recorded the highest number of teenage pregnancies  namely, Gauteng, Kwazulu-Natal, Limpopo and the Eastern 
Cape. According to statistics South Africa, 34 587 teenagers gave birth in the 2020/21 financial year. The DBE’s 
policy on prevention and management of learner pregnancy was launched in February 2022. According to the EELC, 
the policy does not center the rights of pregnant learners as it should. Instead, the policy focuses on preventative 
measures to curb teenage pregnancy. Read the statement from DSD here. 

2023 SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
  
On 18 March 2022, the 2023 school calendar for public schools was gazetted in terms of the National Education Policy 
Act. This comes after two years of the COVID-19 pandemic which has significantly impacted learning time resulting 
in significant learning losses. The proposed 2023 calendar will see a return to normal school terms, allowing inland 
schools to open from 11 January 2023 while coastal schools will open on 18 January 2022. Both inland and coastal 
schools are to close on 13 December 2023. See the gazette here.

CALLS FOR COMMENT ON PROPOSED 2023 CALENDAR
 
On 18 March 2022, the Minister for Basic Education, Angie Motskega called on all interested persons and organisations 
to comment on the Proposed 2024 School Calendar, in writing, and direct the comments to the Director-General for 
Department of Basic Education. See the call here.

LIMPOPO EDUCATION LEKGOTLA OFFICIALLY OPENED
 
On 10 March 2022, the Limpopo education Lekgotla was officially opened and marked by an address by the Premier 
of Limpopo, Chupu Stanley Mathabatha in Limpopo. The purpose of the education lekgotla is to discuss the recovery 
plan for basic education after two years of disruptions due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The theme for the 2022 
Lekgotla is: “Equipping Learners with Knowledge and Skills for a Changing World in the Context of Covid-19”. See the 
opening address here.

FROM THE PARLIAMENTARY MONITORING DESK 

UMALUSI PRESENTS BUDGET TO PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON BASIC 
EDUCATION

On 22 March 2022, Umalusi presented its annual performance plan and budget to the 
Portfolio Committee on Basic Education. According to Umalusi, there is a 3% increase 
in the DBE’s grant for 2022/23 as compared to the 2021/22 academic year, taking the 
DBE’s budget from R157million (2021/2022) to R162million (2022/2023). According to 
Equal Education’s analysis, despite the increase, the DBE’s budget will decrease again 
in subsequent financial years when inflation is taken into account. Access Umalusi’s 
presentation here.

EASTERN CAPE AND KWAZULU NATAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS PRESENT PROGRESS IN 
SCHOOL PROVISIONING TO THE PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON BASIC EDUCATION FOLLOWING 
OVERSIGHT VISITS BY THE COMMITTEE

On 8 March 2022, the Eastern Cape and KwaZulu Natal Education Departments presented to the Portfolio 
Committee on Basic Education on progress made in both provinces on learner transport, infrastructure delivery, 
curriculum related issues, water and sanitation, stationery, delays in stipend payment and school nutrition. Whilst 

https://www.dsd.gov.za/index.php/latest-news/21-latest-news/427-the-department-of-social-development-begins-its-round-table-discussions-to-prevent-teenage-pregnancy
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202203/46061gon1911.pdf
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202203/46060gon1910.pdf
https://www.gov.za/speeches/opening-address-premier-limpopo-chupu-stanley-mathabatha-occasion-limpopo-education
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/umalusis-presentation.pdf
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both education provinces showed progress in eradicating some of the identified problems, the Committee confirmed 
that some of the problems identified still persisted, including an urgent need for proper toilets for special schools in 
the KwaZulu-Natal province. Access the presentations here.

QUESTIONS TO THE MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION

Regarding teacher qualification, and scholar transport, the Minister of Basic Education responded to the following 
questions from Portfolio Committee members in March 2022.

• The total number of teachers who have been identified as underqualified, schools affected by under-qualified/
unqualified teachers, steps taken to compel the specified educators to attend further education to upskill 
themselves in the missing subject knowledge and/or teaching methodology qualifications.

• The total number of schools in the Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal that are still without scholar transport, and 
what the total budget allocation is for scholar transport for each specified province.

Access the Minister’s response here.

 

 

https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/ped-presentations.pdf
https://pmg.org.za/question_replies/2/?filter%5Byear%5D=2022&filter%5Bminister%5D
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