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SOUTH AFRICA CELEBRATES 
FREEDOM MONTH 

DEPUTY MINISTER FOR BASIC EDUCATION LAUNCHES 
2022 SCHOOLS DEMOCRACY WEEK 

On 22 April 2022, the deputy minister for basic education, Dr. Regina 
Mhaule launched the 2022 Schools Democracy Week at Rekgaratlhile High 
School in Seoding Village in Ga-Segonyana, John Taolo Gaetsewe district. 
The launch of the Schools Democracy Week is to commemorate Freedom 
Month, which marks the country’s transition to democracy. The theme for 
this year is “Consolidate our democratic gains”. The DBE has dedicated 25-
29 April as “Democracy Week” and the provincial education departments 
will run various activities in schools throughout the country in observance 
of democracy week. Access the media release here. 

In collaboration with the DBE, the Electoral Commission of South Africa has 
launched a joint project to promote electoral democracy among learners. 
The project is currently in its ninth year and engages learners in South 
Africa in civic and democracy education and voter registration activities. 
Deputy Minister Mhaule mentioned that during Schools Democracy Week, 
the Electoral Commission and the DBE will embark on campaigns to 
reinforce the curriculum offering on human rights, democracy and civic 
education. Read more here. 
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The Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) uses legal advocacy, research, and litigation to advance the struggle for equal 
and quality education in South Africa. The EELC Education Monitoring Brief is a digital newsletter highlighting key legal 
and policy developments in education. 

PRESIDENT CYRIL  
RAMAPHOSA ANNOUNCES  
END OF STATE OF  

DISASTER 
On 4 April 2022, President Cyril Ramaphosa announced the end 
of the National State of Disaster. This comes 750 days after the 
declaration of the State of National Disaster on March 15 2020. In 
his speech the President stated that the pandemic will be managed 
through new regulations in terms of the National Health Act. 
Meanwhile, transitional measures including wearing masks in indoor 
public spaces and existing regulations on gatherings will continue. 
According to the President these few restrictions will allow almost all 
social and economic activities to return to some degree of normality. 
Whilst the education sector is striving to make up for learning losses 
due to the pandemic, it is hoped that the end of the National State 
of Disaster will impact the sector positively. Access the speech here. 

https://www.gov.za/speeches/deputy-minister-reginah-mhaule-launches-launch-2022-schools-democracy-week-northern-cape-22
https://www.gov.za/speeches/electoral-commission-launches-2022-schools-democracy-programme-22-apr-2022-0000
https://www.gov.za/speeches/president-cyril-ramaphosa-south-africas-response-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-4-apr-2022
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OTHER EDUCATION NEWS AND UPDATES 

MINISTER FOR BASIC EDUCATION ON ECD OFFICIAL HANDOVER
 
On 1 April 2022, the official handover of the Early Childhood Development (“ECD”) function shift to the Department 
of Basic Education(“DBE”) took place at Freedom Park, Pretoria. The Minister of Basic Education Angie Motshekga 
addressed the handover of the ECD function shift and spoke on the fundamental role of early childhood education 
to the cognitive development of children. Minister Motshekga also addressed how the DBE and DSD will continue 
to work jointly beyond the function shift. Since the president’s announcement of the ECD function shift in 2019, the 
official handover has long been anticipated. Access a summary of the meeting here.

FROM THE PARLIAMENTARY MONITORING DESK 

PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DELIBERATES ON 
THE CHILDREN’S AMENDMENT BILL

On 1 April 2022, the Portfolio Committee on Social Development deliberated on the 
Children’s Amendment Bill. Although the Committee received extensive feedback from 
the public on the Bill, the Committee’s focal point was making those amendments 
necessary to comply with the court order which had necessitated the Bill. In 2020, 
the EELC submitted its comments on the Children’s Amendment Draft Bill. Amongst 
other comments, the EELC was concerned with the fact that as the principal legislation 
pertaining to children in South Africa, the Bill as it stood then, failed to create an 
inclusive system in which all children are protected on an equal basis. The EELC made various recommendations, 
including the need to define “inclusion” and “disability” in order to promote clarity and certainty and to incorporate 
all aspects of diversity. Access a summary of the meeting here.

PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON BASIC EDUCATION’S STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION

On 19 April 2022, the Portfolio Committee on Basic Education held a meeting to reflect on its annual performance and 
strategic plans over the last two years and to further discuss its plans for the upcoming two years.  The Committee 
also debated on the Basic Education Laws Amendment Bill (BELA), stating that it was outdated since it does not 
fully address the latest trend of virtual learning. The EELC and EE are in the process of making submissions on the 
BELA Bill. Some of the concerns which the EE and EELC have identified with the current version of the Bill include 
criminalisation as a means of achieving compulsory school attendance, the removal of the list of requirements for 
applying for fee exemption, the sale of alcohol on school premises and the need to include other non-physical forms 
of punishment in the definition of corporal punishment. Access a summary of the meeting here.

QUESTIONS TO THE MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION

Regarding Early Childhood Development, and mother-tongue education the Minister of Basic Education responded 
to questions from the Portfolio Committee Members in April 2022. These included: 

• The current number of registered and unregistered early childhood development centers (ECDs) in South Africa 
by province and those that meet compliance standards; 

• The number of children that need access to ECD facilities and the number of children the current facilities can 
accommodate; 

• The current state of ECD infrastructure in South Africa, including the number of ECDs with no access to water, 
sanitation and electricity and the budget that was allocated to ECD infrastructure.

• The details of the Government’s position regarding the value of mother-tongue education and the percentage 
of schools are able to teach in mother-tongue education.

Access the minister’s response here. 

https://www.education.gov.za/Portals/0/Media/Speeches/ECD Function Shift Handover 01 April 2022.pdf?ver=2022-04-01-153153-240
https://pmg.org.za/committee-meeting/34709/
https://pmg.org.za/committee-meeting/34726/
https://pmg.org.za/question_replies/3/?filter%5Byear%5D=2022&filter%5Bminister%5D


MINISTER FOR BASIC EDUCATION AT DISTRICT EDUCATION CONFERENCE

On 7 April 2022, the Minister for Basic Education, Angie Motshekga reiterated the important role and place of education 
districts in the current basic education model at the education districts’ conference in Durban.  The minister remarked 
on the function shift of the Early Childhood Development, stating that the doors to education must be open from 
a child’s birth until the completion of all compulsory grades. The EELC often engages various education districts in 
resolving issues such as learner placements in schools. Access a summary of the minister’s speech here. 

WESTERN CAPE EDUCATION MEC LAUNCHES THE STRENGTHENED MATHEMATICS STRATEGY 
(WCSMS)

On 23 April 2022, the Western Cape education MEC, Debbie Schäfer, officially launched the Western Cape Strengthened 
Mathematics Strategy (WCSMS) for the next five years. Ms Schäfer expressed the Western Cape Education Department’s 
concern about mathematics performance and the low participation rate amongst learners in the province. The WCSMS 
is aimed at improving mathematics learner participation and performance. The MEC further encouraged a new dawn 
on how pupils should view mathematics as it is critical for their development. Access the MEC’s full speech here. 

BUDGET INCREASE FOR WESTERN CAPE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

On 30 March 2022, Minister Debbie Schäfer tabled the Western Cape Education budget for the 2022/23 financial year. 
The Department received a significant increase in funding for the year, increasing by R2.2 billion to a total budget 
of R28.03 billion. In particular, an amount of R2.5 billion has been allocated to school infrastructure, according to 
MEC, this will allow the Department to resume projects that had to be suspended by budget cuts during COVID. The 
EELC welcomes the increase in the WCED’s budget as the WCED often cites budgetary constraints when the issue of 
unplaced learners is raised. Access the MEC’s speech here.

MOBILE CLASSROOMS FOR SCHOOLS IN KWAZULU-NATAL AFFECTED BY FLOODS

On 24 April 2022, National Department of Basic Education’s spokesperson Elijah Mhlanga stated that 630 schools 
have been affected by the recent disaster in the KwaZulu-Natal province. According to the spokesperson, the DBE 
has arranged for mobile classrooms as 124 schools have suffered serious damage and 72 schools are inaccessible. 
Meanwhile, Infrastructural backlogs continue to impede the realization of the right to basic education in South Africa. 
Read more here.

SECTION27 TO SUPPORT ROLLOUT OF COVID-19 VACCINES TO TEENAGERS IN COURT CASE
 
A matter has been brought by the African Christian Democratic Party (ACDP) against the Minister of the National 
Department of Health in the Pretoria High Court. The ACDP seeks an interim interdict against the rollout of vaccines 
to teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17. SECTION27 will be intervening as amicus curiae and will be furnishing the 
court with evidence on the adverse educational, social and mental health impacts of COVID-19 on learners and their 
experiences of schooling over the past two years. SECTION27 intends to argue the importance of vaccinating learners 
so that learners in overcrowded classrooms are protected. Read more here.

DEBBIE SCHÄFER RESIGNS FROM ROLE AS MEC FOR EDUCATION IN THE WESTERN CAPE 

On 21 April 2021, education MEC for the Western Cape, Debbie Schäfer handed in her resignation from her role as MEC 
for education in the Western Cape. Ms. Schäfer has been the education MEC for the Western Cape for the past 8 years. 
On 22nd April Premier Alan Winde announced David Maynier, former MEC of Finance and Economic opportunities as 
Ms Schäfer’s successor. Read more here
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021 461 1421 / 0800 110 752
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The Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) uses legal advocacy, research, and  
litigation to advance the struggle for equal and quality education in South Africa. 

www.eelawcentre.org.za

https://www.education.gov.za/Portals/0/Media/Speeches/Districts Conference 7 April 2022.pdf?ver=2022-04-07-134838-463
https://www.gov.za/speeches/speech-minister-debbie-sch%C3%A4fer-western-cape-strengthened-mathematics-strategy-launch-23-apr
https://wcedonline.westerncape.gov.za/news/wced-receives-increased-budget-202223
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/kzn-floods-basic-education-dept-arranges-mobile-classrooms-as-72-schools-remain-inaccessible-20220425
https://section27.org.za/2022/04/section27-supports-vaccination-of-adolescents-in-court-on-28-and-29-april/
https://www.fullview.co.za/top-stories/item/18427-western-cape-education-mec-debbie-schaefer-resigns
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