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The Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) uses legal advocacy, research, and litigation to advance the struggle for equal 
and quality education in South Africa. The EELC Education Monitoring Brief is a digital newsletter highlighting key legal 
and policy developments in education. 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT:   
DEPARTMENT  

OF BASIC EDUCATION  
EXTENDS DEADLINE 

ON CALL FOR  
COMMENTS ON 

SCHOOL  
INFRASTRUCTURAL 

NORMS  
 

On 8 July 2022, the Department of Basic Education (DBE) issued a 
statement extending the comment period for the Amendments to the 
Regulations relating to Minimum Uniform Norms and Standards for Public 
School Infrastructure from 10 July 2022 to 31 July 2022. The decision to 
extend the deadline for the call for comments was made amidst pressure 
from civil society organisations and other stakeholders. The DBE has also 
now published the call for submissions on their website. The need to make 
the call widely accessible to promote public participation was one of the 
issues which Equal Education (EE) and Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) 
brought to the attention of the DBE after the original call.

The importance of school infrastructure norms and standards has been 
thrown into the spotlight once again, with the DBE announcing earlier this 
year, the phasing out of SAFE and ASIDI despite considerable backlogs. EE 
and the EELC have raised concerns about the DBE’s data and reporting. 
For example, the DBE recently reported that 712 infrastructure projects in 
the Eastern Cape are “practically complete”, without any explanation as to 
what “practically complete” means. The EELC remains concerned about the 
existing infrastructural backlogs amidst the DBE’s plan to phase out SAFE 
and ASIDI. Access the updated call for submissions here.

https://www.education.gov.za/Portals/0/Documents/Legislation/Call for Comments/New folder/InfrastructureGazetteNoticeExtended.pdf?ver=2022-07-08-134604-590
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CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE CONSTITUTION EIGHTEENTH AMENDMENT BILL
  
On 19 July 2022, the Minister of Justice and Correctional Services published the Draft Constitution Eighteenth 
Amendment Bill 2022 for comment. The purpose of the bill is to amend section 6 of the Constitution to provide for 
the recognition of South African Sign Language as an official language of the Republic of South Africa.

In late May 2022, Cabinet approved the publication of the Constitution Eighteenth Amendment Bill for public 
comment and paved the way for South African Sign Language to become an official language in the country. Section 
6 (1) of the Constitution will now be amended to include South African Sign Language as the twelfth official language. 
The South African Schools Act is a step ahead of the decision since section 6(4) of the Act already provides that 
South African Sign Language has the status of an official language for purposes of learning at a public school. This 
is a critical step in the realisation of the right to basic education for learners with hearing impairments. The decision 
to recognise South African Sign Language as an official language is long awaited and will affirm equal rights for all 
South Africans. The public can submit their comments to Ms Regomoditswe Baloyi at RegoBaloyi@justice.gov.za by 
no later than Wednesday, 31 August 2022. Access the Bill here and the call for comments here

BELA BILL: REMINDER - THERE IS STILL TIME TO MAKE SUBMISSIONS ON THE BELA-BILL
 
On 28 June 2022, the Portfolio Committee on Basic Education held a special meeting to consider the way forward 
regarding the BELA Bill process. They resolved to extend the deadline for public comment to 15th August 2022. A 
reminder that the public has just over two weeks to make their submissions and add to the 17 900 submissions which 
were received prior to the deadline on 15th June. The DBE will embark on provincial consultations on the Bill in the 
coming months.

LAW AND POLICY SUBMISSIONS 

INTERNATIONAL TREATY BODY SUBMISSIONS:  
EXTENDED TIME FOR CIVIL SOCIETY  

TO MAKE SUBMISSIONS TO THE COMMITTEE  
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 

On 25 July 2022, the Office on the Rights of the Child, situated within the Department of Social Development (DSD) 
presented on South Africa’s combined third to sixth periodic report to the United Nations Committee on the Rights 
of the Child (CRoC) to members of the South African National Child Rights Coalition (SANCRC) and other interested 
stakeholders. According to the Office of the Rights of the Child, South Africa’s country report was due on 15 July 
2022 but an extension was requested until the end of August 2022. 

South Africa has opted for the simplified reporting procedure. Under the simplified reporting procedure, the CRoC 
sends the State party a request for specific information, known as List of Issues Prior to Reporting (LOIPR). The 
LOIPR asks the State party about measures and developments relating to the implementation of the Convention and 
previous concluding observations. The State party’s reply to the LOIPR constitutes the State party’s report to the 
Committee.

South Africa’s country report will address issues pertaining to the rights of children in general, as well as education 
rights in particular. The CRoC has identified the following list of issues pertaining to South African education and 
requested for measures taken to:

a. Improve access to, enrolment and quality of early childcare and education, including strengthening support for 
parents and caregivers; 

b. Provide access to free and quality basic education for all children, prioritizing access to education by children 
facing multiple discrimination; 

mailto:RegoBaloyi@justice.gov.za
https://static.pmg.org.za/1/47049gen1156.pdf
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/call-for-comments-constitution-18th-amendment-bill.pdf
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FROM THE PARLIAMENTARY MONITORING DESK 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DELIBERATES ON THE 
CHILDREN’S AMENDMENT BILL 

On 6 July 2022, the Portfolio Committee on Social Development met with the Deputy 
Minister of Social Development to consider and adopt the 16 clauses of the Children’s 
Amendment B-Bill. The meeting was also held to consider the revised memorandum 
on the objectives of the Bill as well as address gaps that have been identified in the 
Bill. In 2011, the Centre for Child Law brought a matter against the Minister of Social 
Development due to backlogs in the processing of foster care orders which had 
resulted in the lapsed of some 299 076 orders. 

The court in Centre for Child Law v Minister of Social Development ordered that 
the Minister of Social Development introduce a comprehensive legal solution to the 
problem identified in the foster care system: an amendment of the Children’s Act 
No.38 of 2005 and the Social Assistance Act No. 13 of 2014. The Court set an initial 
deadline of 12 December 2012 in this judgment. It was however, repeatedly extended 
up to 2022, due to department delays in implementing the Court’s deliverables. The 
Children’s Amendment Bill was tabled in parliament in 2020. The Portfolio Committee 
on Social Development stated that when parliament opens in early August, the National 
Assembly will schedule a debate for the second reading of the Bill. Thereafter, the Bill 
will go to the National Council of Provinces to start its six-week cycle to consider the 
Bill. Access the meetings here

c. Prevent early school leaving and exclusion from schools due to poverty, family commitments, disability and 
pregnancy; 

d. Advance the quality of education, including the quality and availability of school facilities, educational materials, 
teaching staff, curricula and access to technology, and improve educational outcomes, particularly in literacy and 
numeracy; 

e. Reduce corruption and mismanagement of funds allocated which adversely impact infrastructure and supplies of 
source materials in schools; 

f. Address any disproportionate impact of early childhood development centres and school closures in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic on the right of children in disadvantaged situations; 

g. Provide children, in particular children with disabilities, asylum-seeking, refugee and migrant children, and children 
in disadvantaged socioeconomic situations, with accessible and inclusive sporting, recreational, leisure, cultural 
and artistic activities. 

Find the list of issues and the Concluding Observations here and here  

EXTENSION FOR CIVIL SOCIETY TO MAKE SUBMISSIONS TO THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF 
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
 
The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) has extended the deadline for submissions on the list 
of issues prior to reporting from civil society organisations in South Africa. The initial due date for shadow reports of 
the 31st of March 2022 has been extended due to delays in reporting by the state. As with the CRC, South Africa has 
again opted for the simplified reporting procedure to the CRPD.

In March 2022, the Equal Education Law Centre made submissions to the CRPD highlighting the state of inclusive 
education and the rights of learners with disabilities in South Africa. The submission included the fact that Education 
White Paper 6, the primary inclusive education policy adopted by the Minister of Basic Education in 2001, has not been 
reviewed to ensure compliance with article 24 of the CRPD. Article 24 clearly provides for the inclusion of persons 
with disabilities in the general education system. The CRPD calls for the removal of any discriminatory legislative or 
regulatory provisions that limit the inclusion of learners on the basis of their impairment or its degree. Access the 
EELC’s submission here.

PARLIAMENT IS 
CURRENTLY IN 

RECESS UNTIL THE 15 
OF AUGUST 2022.

https://pmg.org.za/committee-meeting/35254/?via=homepage-feature-card
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/concluding-observations-crc.pdf
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/list-of-issues-south-africa.pdf
https://eelawcentre.org.za/wp-content/uploads/eelc-crpd-submission-1.pdf
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The Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) uses legal advocacy, research, and  
litigation to advance the struggle for equal and quality education in South Africa. 
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QUESTIONS TO THE MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION 

During July 2022, the following questions were posed to the Minister of Basic Education on special schools and on 
corporal punishment in schools:

 The total number of public schools which specifically cater for learners who are blind and/or visually impaired in 
each province 

 The number of public schools with adequate learning materials which have been adapted to suit the needs of the 
blind and/or visually impaired learners in each province 

 The reasons given by the principal of Lindelani Senior Secondary School in the Alfred Nzo region give for 
suspending a learner based on being pregnant

Access the minister’s response here

IN OTHER NEWS 

GAUTENG DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION LAUNCH ONLINE ADMISSIONS SYSTEM COMMENCING  
22 JULY 2022

On 22 July 2022, the Gauteng Department of Education officially launched an enhanced online applications system. 
The new system opened for admissions applications for grades 1 to 8 in the 2023 school year. Applications are entirely 
online and will close on 19 August 2022. Following an analysis of various online parent surveys and stakeholder 
consultations, the system has been improved to follow a single application process, allowing all applicants to apply 
at the same time during the application period. One of the new features on the application system includes making 
the language of learning and teaching (LOLT) visible to parents so that they can make an informed choice at the 
time of application. 

Earlier this year, only 64% of learners between grades 1 and 8 who had applied for the 2022 academic year had been 
placed in Gauteng public schools when schools commenced. Admission related queries continue to dominate the 
Equal Education Law Centre’s law clinic. It is hoped that the newly launched system can resolve some of the issues 
that parents encounter each year. Access the admissions process here

 

https://pmg.org.za/question_replies/
https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/gauteng-online-registration-grades-1-and-8-opens-friday
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