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On 21 May, Finance Minister Enoch Godongwana tabled South Africa’s revised 2025 budget, marking the culmination of
an unprecedented budget process that began in February. Following the budget that was never tabled and the budget
that was never passed, budget 3.0 represents what may be the first budget under the Government of National Unity and
signals a minor shift away from years of harsh austerity.

The total basic education budget (both national and provincial spending) increases from R325 billion to R347 billion,
which amounts to a 2.6% real increase when considering inflation. While this increase is welcomed, it comes after
years of chronic underfunding and declining per-learner spending. The amount of money spent on every learner will
still continue to decline this year in real terms, indicating that this allocation is unlikely to address the deep structural
damage caused by sustained disinvestment in overcrowded classrooms, infrastructure backlogs, and chronic teacher
shortages.

Early Childhood Development (ECD), while receiving the most substantial boost with a 17.7% real increase, reveals the
extent of previous neglect. The ECD budget is aimed at eventually increasing the per-child subsidy from R17 to R24 per
day, which appears significant until compared to the 2019 value: restoring the subsidy to its 2019 purchasing power
would require R23 per day, meaning the 2025/26 allocation represents effectively only a Rl real increase over six years.

Notably absent from the budget is funding for compulsory Grade R implementation, despite Parliament passing the Basic
Education Laws Amendment Act in 2024 that makes Grade R mandatory and part of the definition of basic education.
The Department of Basic Education estimated that universal Grade R implementation would require R17 billion — R5.26
billion for educators and RI2 billion for infrastructure. This situation affects an estimated 200 000 six-year-olds who
require access to Grade R, while parents face legal obligations to enrol children in services that may not be available
due to insufficient capacity. The funding gap raises questions about the coordination between legislative mandates and
budgetary planning, as well as the practical implementation of compulsory education requirements.
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The budget also introduces increases to the General Fuel Levy of 15 and 16 cents per litre, the first such increase in
three years, intended to help cover the funding gap created by reversing the VAT increase. While Treasury positioned
this as necessary revenue replacement, the fuel levy increase will drive up transport and operational costs across all
sectors of the economy, contributing to inflationary pressures and higher food prices. The increase disproportionately
affects lower-income households who rely on public transport and will face cascading price increases as transport
operators and businesses pass increased operational expenses to consumers. This development threatens to erode
the poverty relief benefits of the VAT reversal for South Africa’s most vulnerable families, potentially undermining the
budget’s social gains through indirect cost increases.

On 21 and 22 May, the Constitutional Court heard oral arguments regarding the constitutionality of the Copyright
Amendment Bill (CAB). The hearing follows President Ramaphosa’s October 2024 referral of the Bill to the Constitutional
Court under section 79(5) of the Constitution, citing concerns about provisions that he believes may amount to
deprivation of copyright holders’ property and potential non-alignment with international treaty obligations.

The Copyright Amendment Bill, which has been under development since 2015 and was recently passed by Parliament
on 29 February 2024, contains educational exceptions designed to facilitate access to learning materials for teaching
and research purposes. These provisions are particularly significant for addressing educational inequality, as
current copyright restrictions often make learning materials financially inaccessible to disadvantaged learners and
students. Organisations including Blind SA, SECTION27, Recreate SA, the South African Democratic Teachers Union
(SADTU), and others picketed outside the Constitutional Court in support of the Bill. The organisations argue that the
amendments will advance fundamental rights including the right to basic education, research and innovation, and
freedom of expression.

SECTION27, representing Blind SA as an interested party in the proceedings, emphasises that the Bill's provisions “will
allow equal access to educational materials as well as advance the right to freedom of expression.” The constitutional
challenge occurs against the backdrop of the Blind SA litigation, where SECTION27 successfully argued on behalf
of Blind SA that copyright restrictions preventing accessible format materials for persons with visual disabilities
constituted unfair discrimination. The Constitutional Court’s September 2024 deadline for Parliament to amend the
Copyright Act has passed without the Bill being signed into law, creating legal uncertainty around educational
access to copyrighted materials.

The Eastern Cape Department of Education has
implemented an outright ban on alcohol sales
at school premises, affecting 38 schools across
the province that previously held permanent
liquor licences. Provincial Head of Department
Sharon Maasdorp directed schools not to renew
their licences, citing that schools had obtained these licences without required departmental consent.

The ban primarily affects Quintile 5 schools in Ggeberha, East London, Qonce, Komani and Makhanda that used
alcohol sales during special occasions as fundraising mechanisms. Education MEC Fundile Gade defended the
decision as legally correct, stating that existing regulations prohibit alcohol on school premises during any activities.
Some affected schools have threatened legal action against the department’s decision.
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This contention occurs in the context where the Basic Education Laws Amendment Act originally contained provisions on
alcohol at schools. Clause 8 of the Bill would have empowered governing bodies to allow the possession, consumption
or sale of liquor during school activities, both on and off school premises, provided this did not happen during school
hours. However, stakeholders raised concerns about this provision, arguing that it contradicted the Department of
Basic Education’s own policies emphasising schools as alcohol and drug-free zones. The DBE’s National Strategy for
the Prevention and Management of Alcohol and Drug Use Amongst Learners in Schools requires that schools remain
safe and alcohol-free zones, while the National School Safety Framework recognises access to alcohol as a social risk
factor for violence in schools.

Following overwhelming public opposition during parliamentary hearings, Clause 8 was ultimately removed from the
legislation.

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to food is seeking submissions to inform an upcoming thematic
report examining how the concentration of power in the hands of a relatively small number of corporations affects
food systems, governance, and people’s everyday lives. The Special Rapporteur aims to explore alternatives that
prioritise human rights, social equity, and ecological sustainability.

This consultation is particularly relevant for social support programmes and initiatives like school feeding schemes,
the Child Support Grant, and nutrition support at Early Childhood Development centres. The concentration of
ownership of food systems by a small number of corporations could potentially pose challenges including reduced
variety, dependency on industrial food products that may not align with dietary preferences or nutritional needs, and
higher costs for food procurement. The relationship between corporate food systems and educational outcomes
deserves attention, as proper nutrition is fundamental to children’s cognitive development, concentration, and school
attendance.

Submissions should be emailed to hrc-sr-food@un.org by 12 June 2025. More information can be found here.

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has issued a call for submissions on the draft of General Commment No.
27, which focuses on children’s right to access to justice and to an effective remedy. This presents an opportunity for
education stakeholders to contribute to international standards that will shape how children’s rights are understood
and implemented globally.

The development of this General Comment began during the Committee’s 95th session in January 2024, with a
consultation process that has already gathered 315 submissions and feedback from over 141 consultations, including
the direct participation of more than 7215 children.

The draft addresses how millions of children worldwide have their rights violated daily without proper access to
remedies. Of relevance to education stakeholders is the recognition that access to justice encompasses internal
complaint procedures within schools and other public institutions. The Committee emphasises that “children’s right
to access to justice and to an effective remedy is an integral part of the primary obligations of States parties to the
Convention.”
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In the previous consultation phase, the Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) made a submission drawing on trends in
the EELC’s walk-in law clinic as well as consultation with 130 learners across three provinces. The EELC’s submission
emphasised the relationship between learners’ rights and their experiences in school settings, noting that “school-
going children spend most of their waking hours at school, participating in school activities, or travelling to and from
school.”

Based on consultations, the EELC identified five major barriers to children accessing justice:

1. Information barriers - most children were unaware of appropriate avenues to follow when experiencing injustice

2.  Administrative barriers - incompetent, unprofessional and unhelpful officials

3. Discrimination - including ageism, sexism, homophobia and racism when children attempted to access services

4. Intimidation - children’s fear of reprisals, especially since injustice often occurs at home or school where children
have little control

5. Physical and spatial access barriers - difficulty reaching support services, especially from under-resourced
communities

Submissions on the draft General Comment must provide concrete suggestions on specific paragraphs, be contained
in one concise document not exceeding 2500 words, and must be received by 30 June 2025 at 18:00 Geneva time.

All submissions should be emailed to ohchr-crc@un.org . More information, including the complete draft and concept
note, can be found on the Committee’s website.

The Office of the United Nations High Com-

\L missioner for Human Rights is gathering

¥ P information to prepare for a panel discussion

[ : & | on best practices for local governments in
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Q _. _ e consultation has relevance for South Africa’s

Early Childhood Development (ECD) sector,
where municipalities play a critical role in
advancing children’s rights.

The call specifically seeks information on how
local governments integrate international
human rights norms into their work, including
capacity building initiatives to realise
economic, social and cultural rights. For South
Africa’s ECD sector, this consultation presents
an opportunity to highlight and strengthen
municipalities’ constitutional responsibilities regarding ‘childcare facilities’ - a function that arguably extends beyond
providing a healthy physical environment to potentially include building and providing facilities that advance access
to ECD programmes.

Submissions should be emailed to janica.puisto@un.org by 30 June 2025. More information can be found here.
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