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On 26 May 2026, Minister of Basic Education Siviwe Gwarube tabled
a R38.2 billion Basic Education Budget Vote, with emphasis on Early

Childhood Development (ECD), financial accountability, school
BUDG infrastructure, and nutrition. Key allocations include RI6 billion
for school infrastructure, nearly R11 billion for the National School
V Nutrition Programme, R4.6 billion for the ECD Grant, R477 million for
Maths, Science and Technology, and R307 million for learners with
disabilities.

The Minister placed ECD at the centre of the budget, arguing that

inequality either narrows or becomes entrenched in the earliest

years of a child’s life. She noted that approximately 90% of South
African children lack access to quality ECD, with knock-on effects on literacy and numeracy that are measurable by
Grade 2. Despite decades of evidence on the importance of early learning, ECD has historically been one of the most
underfunded areas of the education system.

Government reports significant progress on this front: the Department exceeded its target of registering 10 000 ECD
centres in one year by reaching 13 300 (a 33% overperformance) with overall registration up by 200% between 2021 and
2026. More than 1.2 million children now have access to registered ECD programmes. The ECD Nutrition Pilot Programme
has also entered implementation and will be piloted in ECD centres in the Eastern Cape, responding to evidence on
stunting caused by malnutrition among young children.
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On 22 April 2026, Member of Parliament Arries asked the Minister how the department would ensure the budget
increase for the pilot translates into consistent and adequate feeding for learners. The Minister responded that the
DBE has published a standalone three-year tender for the programme, moving it from design into implementation,
with strengthened procurement, delivery, and monitoring arrangements and findings intended to inform possible
wider rollout. The Minister also clarified that the pilot is currently limited to the Eastern Cape and does not replace
existing ECD subsidies - centres will continue to receive their ordinary per-child subsidies, of which approximately
40% is already directed towards nutrition.

The Minister also raised concerns about the developmental risks associated with excessive screen exposure among
young children. National screen-time guidelines for children between the ages of two and six will therefore be
developed to help protect language development, attention, memory and social skills.

In addition, government is reviewing the 2004 White Paper on e-Education and developing national guidance on
the use of Artificial Intelligence in classrooms. The Minister stressed that technology should support learning without
replacing the role of teachers or logical thinking among learners.

Ultimately, the budget reflects government’s recognition that education reform cannot begin only at matric level.
Meaningful development depends on investing in children from the earliest stages of development and ensuring
that schools are properly supported to deliver quality education for all learners.

On 5 June 2026, the Western Cape High Court granted the Western Cape Education Department (WCED) leave
to appeal to the Supreme Court of Appeal in a matter brought by Equal Education and five individual applicants,
represented by the EELC.

The underlying matter concerns the WCED’s late-applications admissions policy. In November 2025, the High Court
found that aspects of the policy indirectly discriminate against Black, poor, and rural learners. The WCED sought
leave to appeal the whole judgment.

Two days before the leave to appeal judgment was handed down, the Basic Education Portfolio Committee
convened for a follow-up engagement on allegations of racial profiling in Western Cape school admissions - an
issue first raised before the committee by parents and civil society organisations, including Equal Education, prior
to the litigation. Committee chairperson Joy Maimela noted that over 200 learners remain unplaced, and that the
committee had expected a comprehensive progress report from the WCED. Instead, the department submitted
correspondence the day before the meeting indicating it would not engage on matters linked to the court ruling on
the basis that they were sub judice. The committee rejected this, with Maimela stating plainly that the sub judice
rule cannot be used to evade parliamentary oversight. The committee resolved to escalate the matter to the House
Chairperson for Committees and the Office of the Speaker, and to explore mechanisms to compel the department
to provide the requested information. Western Cape Education MEC David Maynier, for his part, characterised the
meeting as a “political hit” by the committee and Equal Education against the DA-led province.

The WCED's primary ground of appeal is procedural: it argues that the
Judge President’s addition of a third judge to break a deadlock between
the two judges initially constituted for the matter, without affording parties
an opportunity to reargue before the newly constituted panel, violated
their right to a fair hearing under section 34 of the Constitution. The court
found that while this did not raise reasonable prospects of success on
appeadal, it raised a question of statutory interpretation with broader public
significance regarding the extent of a Judge President’s authority under the
Superior Courts Act to regulate court processes when a two-judge panel is
deadlocked. Leave was granted on that basis.

The matter will now proceed to the Supreme Court of Appeal. The full
judgment can be found here.
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https://www.parliament.gov.za/press-releases/media-statement-education-committee-calls-accountability-learner-placement-allegations-western-cape
https://www.ewn.co.za/2026/06/03/western-cape-school-learner-admissions-under-fire-for-alleged-racial-profiling#google_vignette
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BP4YAucZjP_c4_te5U8K1TCDbrZsTGMq/view?usp=sharing

Cabinet has approved the Children’s Act Amendment Bill on 7 May 2026, marking a significant milestone
for the ECD sector. The Bill addresses longstanding structural barriers that have prevented community-

based ECD programmes (particularly those serving poorer communities) from registering with the
state and accessing government subsidies.

The core problem the Bill seeks to fix is that ECD programmes in low-income

communities are least likely to meet existing registration requirements, and
unregistered programmes cannot access the per-child-per-day subsidy of
R24.

The Bill addresses this in three ways. First, it replaces the current two-step
registration process, under which a centre must register separately as both
a partial care facility and an ECD programme, with a single streamlined process. Second, it recognises the diversity
of ECD provision in South Africa, introducing tailored requirements for toy libraries, mobile programmes, playgroups,
and childminders. Third, it places an explicit obligation on government to actively support under-resourced
programmes to meet registration requirements, rather than simply excluding those that fall short.

The Bill also provides the legislative foundation for the Bana Pele Mass Registration Drive which aims to bring
thousands of previously unregistered programmes into the formal system and connect them to the growing ECD
subsidy budget.

Cabinet approval is not the finish line. The Bill must still be tabled, processed, and passed by Parliament. More
information on the Children’s Act Amendment Bill and what it means for the ECD sector can be found here.

The KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education is in a deepening financial crisis. The Provincial Treasury first invoked
Section 18 of the Public Finance Management Act in August 2025 following chronic overspending and governance
failures. In May 2026, it escalated the intervention by permanently placing the Provincial Accountant-General within
the department with full authority over all financial functions, including the power to demand documentation, issue
binding instructions, and enforce consequence management against non-compliant officials.

The failures identified by Treasury include cash-flow insolvency, unlawful procurement deviations, systemic
disruptions to school nutrition and learner transport, and the continued employment of educators without available
budget. The consequences for learners are tangible: no textbooks have been procured this year, scholar transport
routes have been cut, and schools are rationing utilities and delaying payments to service providers.

In early June, National Treasury provided a R2 billion emergency advance to cover immediate school transfers and
learning materials procurement. The department acknowledged this would not resolve the underlying problem, with
further fiscal distress expected in the next financial year. A Section 100 national takeover, which would remove the
province’s administrative functions entirely, remains a possibility if the current intervention fails.
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https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2026-05-10-cabinet-approves-ecd-childrens-amendment-bill-parliament-must-carry-over-the-line/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2026-05-10-cabinet-approves-ecd-childrens-amendment-bill-parliament-must-carry-over-the-line/
https://iol.co.za/mercury/news/2026-05-26-treasury-takes-control-of-kzn-educations-finances-amid-governance-woes/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2026-06-04-life-support-kzn-education-gets-a-r2bn-fix-that-wont-stop-the-bleeding/?dm_source=blocks-grid-wide&dm_medium=card-link&dm_campaign=inform&utm_campaign=Post-2055&utm_medium=email&utm_source=first-thing

On 5 May 2026, the Gauteng High Court in Pretoria ordered
the City of Tshwane to immediately restore electricity
to Laerskool Wierdapark and all other Gauteng public
schools disconnected during the municipality’s Tshwane
Ya Tima revenue collection campaign. The court also
interdicted Tshwane from effecting further disconnections
for six months, pending resolution of payment disputes
between the municipality and the provincial education
department.

The disconnections arose from a decentralised financial
management model under which schools are responsible
for paying municipal accounts, a model the Gauteng
Education MEC Lebogang Maile has since acknowledged
had “significant pitfalls.” By end of March 2026, Gauteng
schools had accumulated R583.9 million in outstanding
municipal debt.

Following the court order, MEC Maile instructed all
municipalities to comply and announced a review of the
decentralisation model. He stated that while municipalities
have a right to collect revenue, this cannot come at the
expense of learners’ constitutional right to basic education.

This month saw mounting scrutiny over the DBE’'s new Foundation Phase National Catalogue, which determines
which textbooks and learning materials can be procured by provincial education departments for Grade 1 to 3
learners.

The controversy centres on Lighthouse Publishers (Pty) Ltd, a company that reportedly registered just three days
after the DBE published the terms of reference for the catalogue process. Despite having no prior publishing track
record, Lighthouse received approval for 1707 of the 1734 titles it submitted, equivalent to over 26 per cent of all
approved materials, with estimated revenue of around R285 million from a broader R1.6 billion allocation. By contrast,
several publishers which have often dominated the catalogue received smaller approvals. The breaking of the story
by News24 was itself controversial, as the article did not mention that News24's sister company, Via Afrika, was also
a bidder for catalogue approval.

On 13 May 2026, Minister Gwarube appeared before the Portfolio Committee on Basic Education to update members
on investigations she had initiated, including a referral to the National Treasury’s Chief Procurement Officer. The
Committee, uncomfortable with conflicting accounts from senior DBE officials, resolved to refer the process to the
Office of the Public Protector for a formal investigation. Provincial procurement has been placed on hold pending the
outcome, with delivery now expected before the 2027 academic year. More information can be found here.
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https://www.news24.com/southafrica/crime-and-courts/restore-schools-power-gauteng-mec-orders-as-debt-stands-at-almost-r584m-20260517-0747
https://www.news24.com/southafrica/crime-and-courts/restore-schools-power-gauteng-mec-orders-as-debt-stands-at-almost-r584m-20260517-0747
https://www.parliament.gov.za/news/education-committee-refer-new-foundation-phase-catalogue-process-public-protector

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights has issued a call for inputs to inform a report on children’s right
to family life in the context of migration and asylum policies. The consultation seeks information on how migration and
asylum systems affect family unity, child protection, and access to essential services.

The consultation is relevant to South Africa’s education sector, as migration and documentation barriers frequently
affect children’s access to schooling, early childhood development services, and social protection. It has relevance
for ongoing concerns relating to undocumented learners, school admissions policies, and access to basic services for
migrant children. Submissions must be made by 15 June 2026, and more information can be found here.

The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has invited comments on a draft General Comment on Article
29 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which concerns participation in political and public
life, as well as draft guidelines on intersectional discrimination against women and girls with disabilities and draft
guidelines on disability-based violence.

The consultation is relevant to inclusive education, accessibility, gender equality, and protections for learners
and students with disabilities. The draft guidelines may have implications for education policy on discrimination,
participation, and the rights of girls and women with disabilities within educational settings. Submissions must be
submitted by 15 June 2026 and more information can be found here.

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights has issued a call for inputs to inform a report on trade
agreements, including gender equality provisions and their impact on women’s economic empowerment. The report
forms part of ongoing work under Human Rights Council Resolution 59/18.

Economic inequality and women’s economic participation directly affect access to education, early childhood
development, and social services. The consultation is relevant to gender equality, socio-economic rights, and barriers
affecting women and girls in vulnerable communities. Submissions must be submitted by 12 June 2026 and more
information can be found here.
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