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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS: If you are pregnant
your school / the SGB
e et CANNOT:
not change this. A school cannot refuse to

admit you because you are pregnant. X suspend you

X recommend you be expelled
THE RIGHT TO NON-DISCRIMINATION: No

person, school, policy or practice may unfairly X force you to go home

discriminate against you based on your without being told when you

pregnancy status. may return

THE RIGHT TO PRIVACY: You have the right to X R ot WITte exams

confidentiality regarding your health status. X tell you to pay a deposit to
the school in case of a

THE RIGHT TO BODILY AND PSYCHOLOGICAL medical emergency

INTEGRITY: You have the right to make decisions

about pregnancy prevention or termination X say you cannot attend school

without a parent or someone
responsible for you

measures and about healthcare services during
or after pregnancy.

X make you stay at school until
THE RIGHT TO DIGNITY: You have the right to the day you give birth to your
be valued and respected as a person no matter baby

what your pregnancy status is or the choices you

make. ¥ victimise, stigmatise or
discriminate against you
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WHAT SHOULD THE SCHOOL DO:

« Allow you to remain in school during v Provide a catch-up plan when you
and after your pregnancy return to school after giving birth

Make sure you have access to counsel-  IMPORTANT: If the school suspects you

ling, health and care services have been raped or you are the victim of
sexual violence they have a duty under

Provide you with homework or tasks the law to report it to a child protection

while you are away seiiyices organisation, social services or the
police.

Practical steps that you can take to ensure that your right
to education is protected if you fall pregnant:

You can - by yourself or with your parents - set up a meeting with the principal to
discuss the support the school must give you.

Ask the principal that any agreement reached is written and signed.

You should consider visiting a clinic and obtaining a medical certificate regarding your
fitness to attend school as this is important in determining when you will leave the school to
have your baby.

If you are unable to reach an agreement with the school, you can approach your
local education district office for assistance. You can ask for the social worker, circuit
manager, inclusive education directorate or even the district manager. You can also
approach a legal advice office such as the EELC.

If you would like to talk to a counsellor contact Childline tollfree on 08 000 55 555

Contact EELC: 021 461 1421, info@eelawcentre.org.za, 8 Mzala Street, Khayelitsha
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